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After their acquit tax was. announced* the women 
spoke of plans tor oi garbling a women * s movement 
and 1 e gai 1 1 n g ab on ,, on . Thousands of" women res o r t 
t o lab o x li ons cl andes t 1 no 1 y . , . "uncle t de.p 1 o rab 1 e con - 
di t ions «, " . 25 aid Maria liable Bax ieno - "Today * s de™ 
ci si on is 'only the beginning;. " she said* 

The women who packed the small courtroom intro 
dueed a variation, of . a chant populate since the coup 
"A united 'people shall ns.er be anquished" In 
the ' courtroom* the women chanted, "United women, 
shall net as ■ be vanqux shed .. " - - 30- - 
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Dominicans, are asking .-that public support, be 
shown for the otiuk lag pn sene^s to demonstrate 
t h at th e rn on a i x o ; . r* „„ w ^ mmui uiy w at ch i n g t o 

see how .the elections- are handled,. They suggest 
that cables and letiuu dc ovni too El National ^ 

Ave San Martin • 236 > Sant c. Domingo - D R* 

They add that it is crucial that copies ox 

the letters and cables be* sent to the : United Met hi 

odist Office of the UN, ywho ate watchdogging the 

elections j ; at 777 UN Pi as a, 8th floor ; . New York, 

NY 10017 ■ ■ - 

— 30 — 

[ Information was taken from TNS and the Latin 
American Working Group in' Toronto ij 

IMPORTANT CORRECT IQN-S 
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[See graphics to go with this story. Also, #595 for 
related story.] 

ATTICA DEFENDANTS BEATEN AND MACED 
OUTSIDE LATEST HEARING; - 
SECOND GRAND JURY IMPANELED 

LIBERATION News Service 

BUFFALO, N.Y. (LNS)--"This whole case is a con- 
stitutional junkyard, strewn with the rights of 
these people," observed Attica Brothers Legal De- 
fense lawyer Haywood Burns during the April 29 cal- 
endar call on the Attica cases. The court appearance 
was the latest stage in the legal cases of the 61 
prisoners or former prisoners who have been indicted 
for their part in the Attica Prison Rebellion in 
September, 1971- 

Forty-three people- - 32 inmates and 11 hostages 
died as a result of the armed attack on the prison 
by state troopers, prison guards, sheriff's deputies 
and national guardsmen. 


"Attica is still going on," said one member of 
the defense committee later. 

Throughout the days of hearings, the whining, 
high-pitched sound of the metal detector could con- 
stantly be heard in the background. Each person was 
gone over and over and only let In one by one to 
discourage spectators. A whole high school class 
was turned away on the orders of a higher judge. 

Inside, defendants and lawyers asked the court 
how they could possible be ready to go to trial 
when as one defense lawyer put It, "the state has 
set up roadblocks." 

They cited a number of examples Including the 
failure of the government to turn over all of the 
discovery mater I a 1 --photos , video tapes, tape re- 
cordings, films of inside the prison during and 
after the rebellion, the names and addresses of 
potential witnesses and more. Also there are a num- 
ber of motions that the defense has made that other 
judges have yet to rule on. 


The April 29 hearing was scheduled to determine 
whether the defense and the prosecution were ready 
to go to trial . 

"In one sense you could say that the Attica 
Brothers could never be ready to go to trial," said 
Burns. "The Indictments were from their birth illegal 
and the only thing that should be done is they should 
be d i smi ssed . " 

Even while Burns was talking, four of the Attica 
defendants were being beaten and they and two others 
maced in the Erie County Jail next door. Two of the 
defendants who were to be taken to court— Richard 
"Baba" Fisher and Bernard "Shango" Stroble— had re- 
fused to have their hands handcuffed behind them. 

The Sheriff who oversees the prisoners' trans- 


"We've been playing this game for a long time," 
said defendant Richard X. Clark. "We're not stupid. 
We're all intelligent people. You know, ! know, 
everybody in this courtroom knows you haven't turn- 
ed over the discovery material." 

The prosecution tried its best to make It seem 
as though the defense was responsible for the lack 
of a speedy trial. Everytlme a prosecutor would 
stand up, he would claim that they were prepared 
to go. to trial. Yet, for one thing, the grand jury 
issuing indictments is still sitting. 

"I’ll say I 'm ready to prove they're lying," 
said Roger Champen. "You say you're ready, then 
get on with it," he Said to the Assistant Attorney 
General. "I'm ready if they're ready." 


port^t ion from the jail to court claimed it was 
a new security precaution because of a recent escape 
attempt. But the Attica defendants felt that it 
would leave them unprotected from any assualt in the 
tunnel between the jail and the courthouse. Sheriff's 
deputies (some of whom- were part of the attack force 
at Attica) beat and maced the two defendants and 
forced handcuffs on them. They then beat and maced 
other Attica defendants on the same cellblock tier. 

All through the day as the calendar call con- 
tinued, Fisher and Stroble were kept in a room ad- 
joining the courtroom. Strangely, Judge Ball would 
not allow any of the defendants to come into court. 
By mid-afternoon, word had gotten out of the prison 
about the beatings. Defendants no longer in jail, 
and lawyers asked Ball to stop the proceedings and to 
order the warden to allow the lawyers into the jail 
which he Iniad suddenly closed to them. Ball refused 
to order the warden to do anything, saying that it 
wasn't under his jurisdiction. 

Later that day, lawyers were finally allowed 
into the jail one by one to speak to their clients. 

A number of Attica defendants had been maced, some 
in the face, in an attack led by the warden himself. 
Chris "Oji" Reed, who had his leg shot off during 
the assault on Attica and now wears an artificial 
leg, had a fractured hand. Mariano "Dal ou" Gonzalez 
was beaten unconscious and had bruises all over his 

body. Legal papers and other private property, which 
the jail labeled contraband, was confiscate d. 
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How can we perform our obligations when we are 
Itrnp'over i shed ' and the prosecut ion has been dipping 
deep down into the pockets of the taxpayers and 
we haven't gotten one penny?" asked Burns. "Sure 
the Attorney General is ready to go to trial," 


said defendant Richard Bil 
money and I have nothing. 


make 20c 


got a I 
a day. 


Already the state has spent $4 million In pre- 
paration of its case. The Attorney General Is ask 
ing the New York state legislature for another 
$ 1 , 550,000 and the State Department of Corrections 
and Erie County a combined total of nearly $3=5 
mi 11 ion. for increased security and more courtrooms. 
Despite the fact that all the defendants are 
"indigent," the defense has so far been unsuccess- 
ful in getting the state to pay court costs. 

Although the state Is demanding more and more 
money to continue its prosecutions, it does not 
seem to take the charges as seriously as It claims. 
A recent 'report in the Buffalo Evening News said 
that all the people except those charged with mur- 
der were offered a chance to plead guilty to 
misdemeanor charges for the time they already had 
spent on their previous sentences. The defense was 


given until April 22 to 


According to the 


Evening News , there was no reply. 

Just a week before the calendar ca 


I I , the N.Y, 


Attorney General announced the empaneling of 
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grand jury to look into n substant r a 1 add s t lonal mat- 
ters" concerning the Attica case. He claimed that 
the 30 month old grand jury which issued the first 
indictments can't get a quorum together The defense 
things otherwiseo 

"The whole concept of a new grand jury to inves- 
tigate 'additional matters 1 is unheard of," said 
defense lawyer Dennis Cunningham. "What we see hap- 
pening is the creation of a whole new body to in- 
vestigate the uprising. This time, however, the 
scapegoats are to be guards or state pol icy or 
sheriff's deputies. The prosecution needs indictments 
of these people to protect their cases against the 
BrotherSo in other words, the guards, like the 
Brothers, are politically expendable." 

Recently Newsday , a Long Island newspaper, re- 
vealed that the first grand jury had, under pres- 
sure from the prosecution, Indicted one state trooper 
for the murder of one of the hostages. However, 
according to the article, that Indictment was never 
filed, because the prosecution became afraid that 
the amount of pressure the Attorney General ' s office 
had put on the grand jury in order to have one token 
state trooper indictment would come out in the minutes 
of the grand jury. 

1 t 1 s now common knowledge In the Buffalo-Att lea 
area that the purpose of the second grand jury was 
to Indict some law enforcement personnel . At comple- 
tion of the empaneling of the grand jury on May 2, 
nearly half of the people in the 90-person jury 
pool had asked to be excused because of bias. The 
majority of those admitted they had relatives who 
were guards or were close friends or neighbors of 
hostages. In fact, one of the people called for 
jury panel was one of the hostages h imsel f--Frankl in 
J o "Pappy" Walsh. 

This panel comes from the same county in which 
the prison Is located and the same one from which 
the other jury panel was selected. Twelve of the 23 
persons on the first grand jury are known to have 
friends or acquaintances who worked at the prison 
in 1971 yet they didn't feel that that would make 
them biased. 

And during the selection of the first grand 
jury there were no reveal I ng admissions like that of 
one man on the second panel who said, 1 1 1 8 ve had some 
bad associations with colored people and 1 don't 
particularly like them." Or another man who said 
that he "felt that they wouldn't have been in 
there if they hadn't been guilty." 

The make-up of the jury In Erie County, where 
the trials will be held, is now being attacked by 
one arm of the Attica defense known as the Fair 
Jury Project. The project has asked for an eviden- 
tiary hearing to look into the discriminatory 
practices used to form the Erie County jury pool 
from which juries are selected. 

According to the study prepared by the project, 
black people are 3^% underrepresented than their 
percentage in the county's population; women are 
68% underrepresented ; and young people are 84% under- 
represented. The project found that in the past 
some of the people who were disqualified from 
serving on the permanent jury pool had the notation 
"negro" or "col" after their names. 
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"We've got to understand how Attica Is all of 
us," one of the speakers told the crowd of several 
hundred people, blacks and whites, who gathered in 
downtown Buffalo to support the Attica defendants 
April 27* "Attica is symbolic of the way In which 
power has been taken and abused In this country, 
the way In which your power has been stolen from 
you,, twisted and distorted and used against you, 
the way in which officials have become the outstand- 
ing crlminalSo 

"We've got to understand how the lawlessness 
which is symbol ic of Attica, of law officials and 
repression is carried out dally in terms of the 
abuse that people have to stand for on these streets, 
the night clubs on peoples 8 heads, the racist epi- 
thets, the psychological and physical abuse of 
people. 

"We've got to understand the official murder 
that takes place not only with the 43 people who 
died at Attica but the official murder which rtook 
place at Orangeburg, at Kent State, at Jackson State, 
Southern Uni vers ity, Fred Hampton, Mark Clarke" 

Gladys BIssonnette of the American Indian Move- 
ment, Alfredo Lopez of the Puerto Rican Socialist 
Party and Gary Lawton, as well as Attica defendants 
Richard X. Clark, Robert "Duke" Johnson and Steve 
"Kareem" Garrett addressed the crowd. From down- 
town the~ demonstrators marched half a mile to the 
Erie County Jail where the Attica defendants were 
being- kept. As the crowd circled the jail chanting 
"Hands off the Attica Brothers, Drop the Charges 
Now" guards slammed shut windows so the prisoners 
inside couldn't hear. One window was missed, however, 
and through the opening you could see an upraised 
fist. 

The Attica Brothers legal Defense needs people 
and money to help prepare the defense. They also 
have a wide variety of speakers and pamphlets and 
a film if you want to spread the word In your 
community. Send money and request Information from 
Attica Brothers Legal Defense, 1370 Main Street, 
Buffalo, N. Y. --30”- 
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MAY DAY CELEBRATIONS BANNED BY URUGUAYAN MILITARY 

MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay ( I NTERNEWS/LNS) --On the pre- 
text that opposition forces--armed and financed by 
fore ? gners--had planned to provoke a massacre during 
the traditional May Day celebrations, the military- 
dominated regime of Juan Bordaberry banned all demon- 
strations on the traditional workers' holiday, it was 
the first time May Day demonstrations had been banned 
in Uruguay since 1933* 

Hundreds of workers In Montevideo defied the ban 
despite the government's extraordinary security mea- 
sures which Included roving military and police units 
assisted by helicopters. 

Bordaberry, who took dictatorial powers last 
June during a military-backed coup, took the occasion 
to discuss with foreign newspeople the risks of hold- 
ing elections in '76. He warned that elections could 
give rise to a left-wing coalition like Chile's late 
Popular Unity government. Bordaberry has dissolved 
the congress, outlawed the main labor confederation, 
ended constitutional government and Imprisoned many 
of the leaders of the Broad Front --a wide coalition 
of leftist groups that opposed him In the last: 
election In 1971° --30-- 
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OUR PRESIDENT: 

AN (EXPLETIVE DELETED) HYPOCRITE 

WASHINGTON (LNS)--The release in early May of 
the infamous Nixon tape transcripts has catapulted 
the term "expletitive deleted" into the headlines. 

A euphemism for the expressions apparently not fit 
to print, Nixon's speech is conspiculously loaded 
with them. Of course swearing in and of itself 
wouldn't have caused such a stir if Nixon hadn't 
spent d aa good part of his political career estab- 
lishing his decent-fpuri tanickl-rel igious-fami lyman 
1 i festyle. 

Columnist Art Buchwald recalled in a recent 
article, for instance that, on October 13, i960, 
during a JFK-Nixon presidential campaign T.V. debate 
question of Harry Truman's cussing came up. Ken- 
nedy refused to apologize for Truman's language, 
but Nixon expressed strong feelings that a Presi- 
dent should never, never curse. 

He said in part: "One thing I have noted as 
I have traveled around the country is the tremen- 
dous number of children who come out to see the 
Presidential candidates. I see mothers holdirng up 
their babies so they can see a man who might be 
President of the United States. I know Senator 
Kennedy sees them too. 

"It makes you realize that whoever is Presi- 
dent is going to be a man that all children of A~ 
merica look up to or down on, and I can only say 
I am very proud that President Eisenhower restored 
dignity and decency and, frankly, good language, 
to the conduct of the Presidency pf the United 
States . 

"And | can only hope, should I win this elec- 
tion, that I could approach President Eisenhower 
in maintaining the dignity of the office and see 
to it that whenever any mother or father talks to 
his child, he can look at the man in the White 
House and whatever he may think of his policies, 
he will say , 'Well, there is a man who maintains 
the kind of standards personally that I would want 
my child to fol low. '" 

-30- 
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power plants. . .have everybody connected just a 
trifle jumpy." 

The utility company has filed a $1 million 
libel suit against producer Widener, charging 
that he "falsely, f ictiously and unfairly" 
represented a utility official as "unconcerned 
wn th nuclear plant safety, stupid, incompetent 
and evasive." Widener, in turn, has filed a 
counter libel suit against the utility. 

The film has already been shown once in 
Los Angeled but it is now up to the courts as 
to whether anyone else will see "The Power 
That Be." 


yu y- yu yu y, y- ju y f x j» x, x, x x x x x x x x x yu yu x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 

SENATE CORRECTS PENTAGON "ACCOUNTING ERROR" 
THAT WOULD HAVE GIVEN SAIGON EXTRA $266 MILLION 

WASHINGTON (LNS)— The Pentagon's recently 
announced "accounting error" by which it claim- 
ed to be able to send an additional $266 million 
in military aid to the Thieu regime before 
June 30 of this year, has been rejected by the 
Senate . 

In an amendment attached to a routine sup- 
plementary defense bill, the Senate voted 43 to 
38 to prohibit the Pentagon from sending any 
additional military aid to South Vietnam over 
and above the $1.26 billion ceiling established 
by Congress for the 1974 fiscal year, which 
ends on June 30. 

Earlier this year Congress voted down a 
Pentagon request for an additional $474 million 
in military aid to South Vietnam. In order to 
get around this, the Pentagon announced in mid- 
April that it had "discovered" an "accounting 
error" which would free $266 million for that 
purpose. 

Both the Senate and the House Armed Services 
Committees agreed that the money could be sent 
to South Vietnam although a congressional source 
quoted by the New York Times admitted at the 
time that the error "cannot be explained." 


POWER CO. FILES SUIT TO STOP FILM 
CRITICAL: .OF NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS 

NEW YORK (ENS/LNS) --Cal i forn i a 1 s Pacific Gas 
and Electric Company--the state's major supplier 
of energy--has come out wTth guns blazing in an ef 
fort to stop the broadcast of a T.V. film critical 
of nuclear power plants. 

PGSE has appealed to U.S. Senators, the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission and the Superior 
Courts of Los Angeles and San Francisco in an ef- 
fort to get an injunction against the film "The 
Power That Be." 

The film was made by Emmy Award winner Don 
Widener, who says that it was designed to raise 
questions about nuclear powre plant saftey. It's 
narrated by actor Jack Lemmon, who opens the film 
with the words, "One thing is certain. The nuclear 


Since full Congressional approval for the 
move was not necessary at that point, the money 
was virtually in the Pentagon's bag. Senator 
Edward Kennedy (D-Mass) however, then intro- 
duced an amendment to a supplementary defense 
bill preventing any additional funds for mili- 
tary aid to Saigon for this fiscal year. Kennedy 
attacked the supposed accounting error as a 
"bookkeeper's sleight of hand" that would reward 
a "Pentagon mistake" by giving "back door auth- 
ority" to spend additional money in South Viet- 
nam. 

The Senate's rejection seems to cut off any 
further Pentagon attempts at legislating more 
military aid for South Vietnam at least for an- 
other month. _ n 
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(See graphics) 

MUZAK AS BIG BUSINESS: 

KEEPING THE WORKERS WORKING AND THE BOSSES SMILING 

"So on Friday we play tunes to slow people down 
because they are wound up . On Mondays we want to 
pick them up because they are down. We are playing 
games with people . That's really what we are doing . 

I hate to use the expression 4 but we are human en- 
gineers . But gee i that wouldn't look good in print." 

—Bob Willard , marketing vice-president 
of The Muzak Corporation 

LOS ANGELES (LNS)— Muzak oozes through the halls 
of the Pentagon, the Astrodome and hen houses in 
San Bernardino. It accompanies Nixon at work at the 
White House and San Clemente. Grocery stores and 
cocktail lounges coat their customers in Muzak be- 
cause it creates an environment that makes people 
want to stay longer— and the longer they stay the 
more they buy. 

And in the Los Angeles area alone, reports Mary 
Murphy in the Los Angeles Times , Muzak is piped to 
nearly one million secretaries, clerks and factory - 
workers . 

Now so integral a part of our daily lives* you 
might think that Muzak just natural 1y" emanates from 
the ceiling. But The Muzak Corp. is a $400 million 
a year industry with an estimated captive audience 
of 80 million listeners in 26 countries. 

80 percent of Muzak's high precision speakers 
are aimed to the work environment, says Tony Woods, 
executive vice-president of the Los Angeles Muzak 
f ranch i se wh i ch , val ued at $2 m i 1 1 i on , i s one of 283 
nationwide Muzak franchises. 

Explaining the work habits of those bored by 
their jobs, Bob Willard, Muzak marketing vice-presi- 
dent, says that "from 8 until 10:30 a.m. they are 
in constant decline. After a break and the idea of 
lunch they have a tendency to pick back up. When 
they return from lunch they are close to the ef- 
ficiency they were at in the morning. It is constant 
decline from 1 to 3 p.m. and then after a break 
there is a tendency to pick up until quitting time. 

"What we do with our music is to program just 
the opposite, varying the tempo, rhythm and the 
number of the instruments. When people are at high 
efficiency we are at low stimulus value and as 
people go down we climb." 

And each time of the day and each day of the 
week is different. 

"A company's yearly income is pretty well fix- 
ed," says Wood. "Profit depends on only one thing — 
the output of your people. And if you want more 
profit you've got to make your people more efficient. 
In this way, Muzak functions as management's tool." 

But, Willard hastens to add, Muzak is not for 
everyone. "We know of no value of Muzak to a self- 
th inking or creative person. Muzak has no value 
to engineers, architects, doctors, lawyers, business 
executives or any creative person. For instance, 
obviously Tony's and my jobs are quite stimulating 
so we dorrft use background music per se. If we need 
stimulating, the company is in trouble," he said with 


a big wink. 

"The only time we recommend it for executives 
is to cover up conversation. Say we are talking 
about salaries and we don't want the girls to hear. 
We turn on the Muzak and It masks the conversation 
and keeps it in the room." 

Muzak has come under considerable fire for 
its -inherent— and fully ut i 1 « zed-man i pul at i ve^ 
nature, and the Muzak Corp. is somewhat defensive. 
Says Willard: "People might consider it a form of 
brainwashing but we don't like that term. We feel 
that people who are doing their jobs and who want 
to be working can benefit. 


"Ultimately, it is not a question of how 
a person feels," says Willard, "but if they do a 
better job with Muzak." 



USE OF COMPUTERS IN CALIFORNIA 
REACHING "1981+" PROPORTIONS 

WASHINGTON (LNS )— California is "closer to 
1984 than the rest of the nation" , according to 
a report on the growth of computer data banks 
issued early this year by the American Civil 
Liberties Union. The report said the privacy of 
Californians is threatened by the pervasive use 
of electronic datk banks at almost every level 
of state government. 

The director of the Civil Liberties Union 
Project on Privacy and Data Collection said that 
California "seems to have a passion for comput- 
erized records." He added that "The state bur- 
eaucrats want to know everything about every- 
body and in a large part they have succeeded." 

California, the report said, will soon be- 
gin building in Sacramento the nation's first 
central record center. The Teale Consolidated 
Data Center will house computer records for 
34 state agencies under one roof . And although 
Teale will be the largest, California has plans 
for four other centers . 

The report also pointed out that California 
was the first state to classify thousands of 
children as "pre-delinquents" and to compile 
extensive and often permanent files on them. 

Under former California welfare director 
Robert D. Carleson, who is now U.S . Welfare 
Commissioner, California first used computers 
to keep tabs on welfare recipients , in order to 
prohibit "cheating." California was also the 
first state with the concept of computerizing 
court records to make past offenses of adults 
and juveniles more readily available to police 
and other agencies , 

And California bugs its own employees . The 
Los Angeles County Clerk's office in Pomona re- 
cords the conversations of its employees and vis- 
itors , because employees "have no reasonable ex- 
pectation of privacy" on the job, the county 
legal counsel said. 

—30— 
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[See packets #608 and 609. for more info on Portugal] 

OIL COMPANIES IN AFRICAN COLONIES 
SEE NO PROBLEMS WITH NEW PORTUGUESE JUNTA 

NEW YORK (LNS) — U.S. oil companies with large 
financial interests in Portugal's African colonies 
expect little difficulty in adjusting to the policies 
of the military junta that recently took power in 
Portugal , according to a report in Business Week, 

Oil companies on the lookout for new oil fields 
have taken great interest in Portugal l s three colon- 
ies in recent years. Among the companies that are 
active are Gulf, Exxon, Texaco, Shell and Cities 
Service. 

"We have commitments for 40 offshore wells with- 
in the next three years and a total of more than 
$120 million will be invested," said the director 
general of the Portuguese Fuel Board. And the oil 
companies are furiously bidding on dozens of other 
concessions in Mozambique, Angola and Guinea-Bissau. 

Gulf is already taking over 150,000 barrels a 
day from its wells in the Angolan province of Cabin- 
da, and t.Texaco and two Portuguese companies are 
jointly pumping 24,000 barrels a day from another 
concession in Angola. 

Angola right now is the prime focus. Texaco, 
the two Portuguese compan i es and Argo Petroleum of 
Los Angeles plan to spend $74 million on Angolan oil 
alone this year. 

Taxes and revenue from oil exploration have 
largely been responsible for Portugal's ability to 
finance its colonial wars. 

Liberation forces in the three colonies stepped 
up fighting after the April coup, and have denounced 
the plbns of Portugal's new ruler, General Antonio 
Spinola, for a "federation" with Portugal. Spinola 
advocates "sel f-determi nation" without independence 
for the colonies. 

But the oil companies are keeping close tabs on 
the general's proposals. Anticipating the. probable 
Portuguese attempt to diffuse the liberation moveh 
ments' power, Gulf, Texaco and Exxon have all been 
careful to cultivate relations with "Africans who 
hold positions of authority" under the Portuguese 
colonial control. 

Says a Gulf executive, "Gulf will be in step 
as the shift to native administration is emphasized." 

-30- 
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SOUTH AFRICAN GOVT. ORDERS SEGREGATION OF EAR MUFFS 

JOHANNESBURG, So. Africa (LNS)--The South African 
government's order: that workers in noisy jobs must be 
provided segregated ear muffs has provoked criticism 
from unions and newspapers. 

Under new regulations, if each worker cannot re- 
ceive his or her own ear muff then communal muffs 
must be sterilized after use and clearly marked for 
the sole use of whites, coloreds (mixed race), Indians 
and Africans. According to Reuters News Agency , Arthur 
Grobbelaar, Secretary of the Trade Union Council of 
South Africa, described the government's latest apar- 
theid move as "absolute nonsense." —30- 


MEDIA GROUP CHARGES OIL COMPANIES WITH 

ILLEGAL TAX WRITE-OFFS FOR POLITICAL ADS 

WASHINGTON (LNS)--A representative of the 
Media Access Project, a Washington-based public 
interest group, charged before the Senate com- 
merce environment subcommittee May 6 that the 
energy i ndustry was illegally deducting from 
taxes due millions of dollars spent on political 
advertising . 

"We are left with the sorry conclusion," 
said Media Access Project attorney Harvey , 'Shu1- 
man, "that, just as the oil companies tried to 
bu.y: candidates with' illegal political contribu- 
tions, the energy industry is trying to buy the 
minds of the American people by dominating the 
marketplace of ideas with political advertisements 
apparently financed by illegal tax and Federal 
Power Commission accounting schemes." 

Shulman estimated that the major oil com- 
panies alone have spent some $250 million on ad- 
vertisements in the last year in an effort to 
"sell" the energy crisis to the public. Only Mo- 
bil Oil has conceeded having bought any politi- 
cal advertising. 

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) laws 
prohibit tax deductions for pdlitical advertis- 
ing which it defines as that intending to "pro- 
mote or defeat legislation or to influence the 
public with respect to the desirability or un- 
desirability of proposed legislation." 

Accounting rules of the Federal Power Com- 
mission, which regulates prices of natural gas 
sold in interstate commerce, requires that costs 
of political ads be listed as non-operating ex- 
penses. Therefore they are not deductable for 
tax purposes. 

Shulman pointed to several examples of pol- 
itical advertising by the energy industry. For 
instance, the Shell Oil Company cautioned against 
enactment of an excess-profit tax on the petrol- 
eum industry. Shell claimed in a letter to sub- 
committee head Senator Philip Hart that the ad 
was non-political and deductable. 

Atlantic Richfield intends to deduct the 
costs of its ads urging quick construction of the 
Alaskan pipeline. The pipeline was delayed by 
months of congressional debate-- in i t i ated because 
of strong opposition by environmental groups--on 
whether the pipeline would damage the environment. 
But in the wake of the "energy crisis", which 
many people feel was created to undermine oppo- 
sition to such schemes, the pipeline was okayed 
by Congress. 

As a third example, the American Gas Asso- 
ciation said it cons i dere A i ts ads urging the Fed- 
eral Power Commission to raise gas prices as non- 
political, although Congressional action is re- 
quired to de-regulate gas prices. As the Media 
Access Project concluded: "Every citizen--as a 
taxpayer to the Government and as a rate-payer to a 
public uti 1 ity--is suffering financially and pol- 
itically from the scandal" of writing-off the 
mats of thesp politica.] ails- r 
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RADICAL MEDIA BULLETIN BOARD** AN INTERNAL NEWSLETTER 
FOR ALL LNS SUBSCRIBERS**MAY 11, 1974 


from: Friends of Books and Comics/East, 60 Remsen St., 
Brooklyn, New York 11201 , 

Over 200 groups and small presses, including 
radical, feminist, and Third World publishers, will 
display and sell their materials at the first New 
York Book Fair: Alternatives In Print, to be held 
July 7-9 on three floors of the New York Cultural 
Center at Columbus Circle, 59th and Broadway. 

The Book Fair will coincide with the annual 
meeting of the American Library Association (ALA), 
and is expected to attract almost 10,000 librarians. 

It is open free to the public, and the New York papers 
will carry announcements of it. 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE: Display space at the Book Fair 
is running short, but a very limited number of free 
spaces are left. If you can attend, apply for; a free 
space; if you can afford it 1/2 table costs $25 for 
the three days. If you cannot attend, but want your 
materials displayed, you can. To apply, write to 
Friends of Books and Comics, or call Jackie Eubanks 
at ( 212 ) 780-5652 (work) or (212) 624-2290 (home). 

DEADLINE: MAY 20. 

The New York Book Fair will feature 3 combined 
exhibits- -Third World, Feminist, and General. If you 
prefer to be included in one of these because you 
can’t attend the Fair, note this and you will be 
equally in eluded in the Book Fair catalog. Volunteers 
will host these combined exhibits, but we can't see 
materials or guarantee return of samples you send 
for display. The titles sent to the combined exhibits 
will be donated to prison libraries in New York after 
the Book Fair. * * * 

from: Met Council on Housing, 24 W„30th St., New York, 
NY. (212) 725-4800, 01,02. 

TENANT, the monthly newspaper of the Met Council 
on Housing, is looking for staff at several levels: 
crucially, typeset and output; also, distribution 
(to be worked out), reporting, and layout. Persons 
are encouraged to join Met Council and work at org- 
anizing housing in the city at the same time. Write 
or call John Crawford, editor, or Jane Benedict of 
Met Council. 

H * -k 

from: Southern Gay Liberator, P.0. Box 2118, Boca 

Raton, Florida 33432. 

We will send a gay liberation literature resource 
list and a feminist literature'' resource list to Any- 
one who sends a sel -addressed stamped envelope. This 
is a valuable .gui je asto where to obtain books, pam-' ' 
phlets, etc. 

If you are a mail order bookstore and would 
like to be listed on the literature lists , send a 
copy of your more recent catalog. 

We would appreciate it if you would run the 
above ad, perhaps in your classified section. 

* * it 

END’ OR" RiMBB FOR TODAY** END OF RMBB**END OF RMBB 

See packets #604, 605, and 606. Things haven't 
gotten much better folks , 


[See graphics, this packet to go with story.] 

FIVE OF "HOUSTON 12" TO STAND TRIAL FOR 
PROTEST AT PRO-ISRAELI RALLY; 

FACE LIFE IMPRISONMENT 

HOUSTON, Texas (LNS) --Five out of twelve men, 
known as the Houston 12, who were arrested and 
beaten by Houston police last October while picket- 
ing a pro-Israeli rally, are scheduled to go on 
trial May 20. Charged with "assault with intent 
to murder a police officer," they face life impris- 
onment if convicted. 

On the evening of October 9, three days after 
the outbreak of the Arab -Israeli war, a faily was 
held in southwest Houston to raise money and sup- 
port for Israel. 

Youth Against War § Facism (YAWF) organized 
a picket line of about 25 people outside the rally 
to try to alert people of the danger of American 
military intervention in the Mideast. In addition, 
they wanted to expose the political and economic 
role of the U.S. in Israel and of the major Amer- 
ican oil companies in the Mideast. 

When the picketers were about to leave, they 
were attacked by ten police, who clubbed people 
with flashlights, blackjacks, handcuffs and pistols. 
Within minutes, more than 100 police in 25 patrol 
cars appeared on the scene, backed by attack dogs, 
paddy wagons and a helicopter. 

Twelve of the picketers were arrested, eight of 
whom were Chicanos. They- were brutally beaten 
both on the scene and in the paddy wagons. One, 
Miguel Trujillo, was taken to a park and beaten, a 
and was beaten again: at the police station, while 
he was supposedly being questioned. His nose 
was broken, and his jaw and ribs severely bruised. 

A friend who saw several of the defendents in prison 
shortly after their arrest said that their faces 
were bruised and swollen to the point of being 
unrecognizable. 

Yet, eight of the picketers. were charged 
with assault on a police officer, and five with 
attempted murder, although they had no weapons. 

Their bail was set at $250,000 for the group. . 

"It was' later lowered to $80,000. 

Of the five accused of assault with attempt 
to murder, three are Ghicanos who had been pinpointed 
for police harrassment because of their militant 
activities in the Chicano community. Alex Rod- 
riguez, one of the five due to stand trial May 20, 
said, 

"Many of us have consistently opposed the 
brutality practiced every day in this city by the 
Houston Police Department, particularly in the 
Chicano and black neithborhoods . September 28 
we demonstrated against police brutality at the 
graduation ceremonies for the HPD's cadet academy. 

The police swore then that they would 'get' us. 

Eleven days later on October 9, they carried out 
that threat . 

"There is another important reason why we were 
attacked. Houston is the headquarters for big oil 
companies like Tenneco and Shell, and these compan- 
ies are very influential in the politics of this 
town. The public exposure of their schemes to 
seize control of the oil in the Mideast is something 
~ May 11, 1974 
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they want to stop.” 

Money and public: support is urgently needed 
for the Houston 12 ’s upcoming trial. Send con- 
tributions and/or letters of support to the Houston 
12 Defense Committee: 

2401 San Jacinto, Rm. 101 46 W. 21 St. 

Houston Texas 77002 New York, N.Y. 10010 

(713) 237-1210 (212) 255-0352 

P.0. Box 8875 
Boston, Mass. 02114 
(617) 661-0345 

-30- 
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THOUSANDS ATTEND CHILE BENEFIT, RAISING $30,000 
TO AID VICTIM5 r, OF JUNTA 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- "CHILE WILL NOT STAND ALONE" 
was the cry that ended a marathon 5 -hour political/ 
musical extravaganza on May 9. The event was organ- 
ized to raise money for Chilean refugees 'and those 
still in Chile, suffering under the military junta 
which overthrew the elected government of Salvador' 
Allende last September. 

More than 4,500 people paying $7.50 each jammed 
into New York’s Felt Forum to see a program of music, 
dance, poetry and film* The Felt Forum usually hous- 
es slick rock acts, boxing matches and other commer- 
cial entertainment . 

According to reports, nearly $30,000 were rais- 
ed, partially through ticket revenues and partly 
through a pass-the-hat collection which followed a 
speech by former Swedish Ambassador to Chile, Harald 
Edlestam. Edlestam moved the crowd with his descrip- 
tion of his attempts to protect the life of a Tupa- 
maro n woman who had taken refuge in the Swedish Em- 
bassy along with hundreds of others. As a result of 
his "interference", Edlestam was declared "persona 
non grata" and expelled from Chile by the junta, 
whom he termed "bandits." 

Edlestam reported that in addition to the 10- 

15.000 people who died during and after the coup, some 

30.000 children have been orphaned and more than 

200.000 fired from their jobs for political reasons. 

He noted that inflation in Chile had reached such a 
level that an average worker’s entire salary for one 
month could buy only 12 loaves of bread. Much of the 
money raised at the concert was earmarked to aid these 
unemployed people, and their families. 

One major difference between this concert and 
most political events was that it attracted a crowd 
who, whii&osympathetic to the Chilean cause, had come 
primarily to see and hear the big-name performers 
who had agreed to play. Names like Pete Seeger, 

Arlo Guthrie, Melanie, Dave van Ronk, Melvin van 
Peebles, Gato Barbieri, Dennis Hopper and the Living 
Theater drew much of the crowd’s attention at the 
start. In addition, rumors (which turned out to be 
true) that Bob Dylan would appear, helped create an 
atmosphere of excitement. 

However, the organizer of the concert, politic- 
al folksinger Phil Ochs, warned the crowd that "we 
are here for political reasons, not to worship stars." 

Ochs had visited Chile before the coup, meeting 


and becoming friends with Chilean folksinger 
and strong Allende supporter Victor Jara. They 
sang together for miners in Santiago. 

Jar a died in the Santiago Stadium in the 
days following the coup. He had tried to rally 
the stadium inmates with a song and was beaten 
by guards. As the people watched, his fingers 
were broken and his teeth knocked out. Then he 
was shot with several others. 

Victor f s wife, Joan Jara, spoke at the con- 
cert, describing how she found her husband’s body 
among "hundreds of other, anonymous bodies -- in 
amongst the corpses of workers, peasants and stu- 
dents. " 

In addition to Joan Jara, Isabel Allende ap- 
peared. Salvador Allende ! s younger daughter. Is- 
abel, is prohibited from making political state- 
ments by her U.S. visa restrictions. Instead a 
statement was read by her friend and secretary. 

In it she thanked the crowd "for the solidarity 
being displayed" in the name of "the woman who is 
now a widow, the child who is now an orphan and 
the workers who are now unemployed." 

Throughout the evening, films about Allende 
and about the Popular Unity years in Chile were 
shown. And, it was clear that, as the organizers 
had intended, the evening was a political exper- 
ience, for many who came. 

Those who had come to see the stars became 
involved as the story of U.S. intervention In Chile 
was exposed. Many were moved by a tape of Victor 
Jara’s music, the poetry of Pablo Neruda, and by 
Allende’ s final speech as read by Dennis Hoppers 
Finally when Dylan came on stage at 1:00 am 9 , 
there was more to the excitement than mere star- 
worship. And when the singers gathered together 
to sing Blowing in the Wind, the crowd stood and 
sang too. 

k k k 

The nearly $30,000 raised by the concert is 
not nearly enough. Much more is needed to help 
the Chilean refugees and relieve the suffering of 
those still in Chile. The money will be channeled 
through the National Council of Churches and con- 
tributions can be sent to Friends of Chile, 777 
U.N. Plaza, 11th fl. , NYC, NY 10017. 

-30- 
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SUPPORT GROUP DISRUPTS GULF MEETING IN CANADA 

TORONTO (LNSJ3-- A group called the Toronto 
Committee for the Liberation of Portuguese African 
Colonies disrupted the annual meeting of Gulf Oil 
Canada, Ltd., protesting Gulf’s role in the suppres- 
sion of the people of Angola 0 

According to the Wall Street Journal , Gulf Oil 
Canada, a 69% owned subsidiary; r of Gulf Oil Corp 0 , is 
processing about 40,000 barrels a day of crude oil 
from Cabinda in Angola. 

Jerry McAfee, president of Gulf Oil Canada, 
commented, "We are concerned" about the situation 
in Angola, but he said, the company’s position is 
"not to take sides in internal politics." Gulf’s 
presence there, he added, "is more beneficial than 
withdrawal." -30- 
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nixon ' Losing support of previously staunch backers 

IN WAKE OF TAPE TRANSCRIPTS 

WASHINGTON (LNS)--The rats are deserting the 
USS Nixon in droves following the latest' Watergate 
revelation- -the (unintelligible) (expletive deleted) 
(material unrelated to Presidential actions deleted) 
tape transcripts. 

First to go was Senate Republican leader Hugh 
Scott who had insisted just four months ago that the 
White House had evidence which would clear the pres- 
ident of all wrongdoing. But speaking in the Senate 
on May 7, Scott said that the transcripts portrayed 
"deplorable, disgusting, shabby, immoral perform- 
ances" by all who had participated in the conver- 
sations. In the transcripts, Nixon is recorded as 
having called Scott a "sniveling S.O.B." 

Secretary of the Interior Rogers C.B. Morton, 
known, among other things, for his pro-oil company 
stand and racist remarks during the occupation of 
Wounded Knee, piously announced in a speech in 
Springfield, Missouri that "We have seen a break- 
down in our ethics of government which I deplore and 
which I am having a very difficult time in living 
with . " 

Vice-president Gerald Ford, waiting in the wings 
to take the throne, has been sniping more sharply 
than ever. In a speech at Eastern Illinois Univer- 
sity on May 9, he said "While it may be easy to de- 
lete characterization from the printed page, we can- 
not delete characterization from people's minds- with 
a wave of the hand. 

"Corruption, malfeasance and wrongdoing," he 
continued, at the highest levels of the Federal 
Government were "hammer blows to the confidence the 
American people have placed in their Government." 

James Kilpatrick, the conservative columnist 
who claimed to have been "as good a friend in the 
newspaper world as the administration could ask" 
told Stanford University students that he felt 
"shame, embarassment , disgust, chagrin," after 
reading the transcripts. "This I can't stomach." 

On May 6, the Hearst Newspaper chain, one of 
the most right-wing in the country, shocked a few 
old diehards with an editorial denouncing Nixon. 
Though Editor-in Chief William Randolph Hearst Jr. 
went out of his way to say how hard it was for him 
to take this stand--after all, "even his [Nixon's] 
worst enemies now have to admit that his strategy for 
ending the Vietnam War was correct "--Hearst said: 

"The point is that those shameful tapes reveal 
a man totally absorbed in the cheapest and sleaziest 
kind of conniving to preserve appearance and totally 
unconcerned with ethics ... .The voices on the tapes, 
even censored parental guidance version, comes 
through like a gang of racketeers talking over 
strategy as they realize that the cops are closing 
in on them." 

The Chicago Tribune , a paper that supported 
Nixon strongly in all three of his presidential 
campaigns, also attacked. "He is humorless to the 
point of being inhuman. He is devious. He is vacil- 
lating. He is profane." Public reaction to the pres- 
ident, the Tribune said, "is clearly one of revul- 
sion." 


In addition, the jointly owned Kansas City 
Star and Times , the' C leveland Plain Dealer and 
th^' Los Angeles Times , all previous Nixon support- 
ers, have called for resignation. 

But the Big P . continues to "tough it out." 

"The President will not quit even if hell 
freezes over," said Ken Clawson, White House di- 
rector of communications . And Anne Armstrong, 
counselor to the president, said that Nixon was 
"very much against resignation. I think he has 
the guts to see it through in the proper way.... 

"What was said [in the tapes] was squalid," 
admitted Armstrong, "but as one who's read every 
page, I don't see an impeachable offense." 

--30-- 

**************************************************** 

PORTUGAL'S "THREE MARIAS" ACQUITTED: CALL FOR 
ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN'S MOVEMENT 

"They will accuse us of secret things, the 
three of us . . . 

"Whores or lesbians , we do not care what they 
call us, as long as the battle is fought and not 
lost ... .Enough , enough, it is time to form a 
block with our bodies." 

- -New Portuguese Letters 

LISBON, Portugal (LNS) -- The three women 
writers known as the Three Marias were acquitted 
of charges of "offenses against public morality" 

May 7 . 

The three, Maria Teresa Horta, Maria Isabel 
Barreno and Maria Velho da Costa, announced that 
with the freedoms resulting from the April 25 
coup, they would begin organizing a women's move- 
ment with the legalization of abortion as a first 
priority. 

Their book. New Portuguese Letters , published 
in April, 1972, attacks the repression of women 
in Portugal, using poetry, letters, essays and 
narrative to focus on aspects of women's oppression. 

When the secret police moved to seize the 
books two months later in June 1972, only 100 co- 
pies out of the first printing of 3,000 remained 
unsold. The authors, who received less than $100 
each for the book, were interrogated and charged with 
offenses against public morals. They faced jail 
terms of up to two years if convicted. Anticipat- 
ing trouble with the stringent censorship before 
the coup, they did not individually sign their 
work in the book, and refused to disclose to the 
police which of the pieces each had written. 

New Portuguese Letters and the trial of its 
authors, which has been going on since October, 1973, 
received little publicity in Portugal because of 
press censorship. However international publicity 
and women's demonstrations at Portuguese embassies 
around the world apparently put some pressure on 
the Portuguese government. Shortly before the coup, 
the government prosecutor had moved to dismiss the 
charges . 

According to the New York Times , the judge had 
been prepared to dismiss the charges before the 
coup, but "had postponed his verdict to give him- 
' : -• ****CONTINUED ON INSIDE FRONT COVER**** 
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VVAW/WSO MEMBER IN CALIFORNIA FACES LIFE 
SENTENCE ON FRAME-UP CHARGES 

OAKLAND, California/ (INS) — Bob Hood, north- 
ern California Coordinator for the Vietnam Veter- 
ans Against the War/Winter Soldier Organization 
C VVAW/WSO) is facing a possible life sentence on 
charges stemming from a brutal police attack on 
him., which took place on February 6, Hood is ten- 
tatively set to go to trial in Oakland Superior 
Court on May 21 on charges of alleged ” assault 
on a police officer with a deadly weapon.” 

On the night of February 6 P Hood was informed 
that, a friend of his, John Dolly, had been stopped 
by several police units a few blocks from his 
home o Dolly had, been stopped, according to police 
officer Ted Burrows, for a traffic citation. 

However, by the time Hood arrived on the 
scene, Dolly had had a 12 gauge shotgun pointed 
at his head as Burrows said, "Freeze or Hii blow 
your head off!" Dolly was taken from his car and 
searched, while his car was also being searched. 
Meanwhile, four other police cars and seven offi- 
cers arrived on the scene, The traffic citation 
was never issued. 

Testifying during pre-trial hearings on April 
17, Burrows claimed, that he had drawn his snot gun 
on Dolly because he was wearing a VVAW button and 
had a VVAW bumper sticker on his car (/Dolly, 
incidentally had neither and is not a member of 
VVAW/WSO), "Membei-s of this organization,” said 
Burrows, ■•axe radical and. pose an extreme threat 
to of f i ce ts * s af e t y 0 ’ * 

Hood drove up and parked his pick-up truck 
about a car’s length behind the police car which 
had stopped Dolly 0 Before Hood reached the front 
of his truck, Officer Burrows pulled his revolver 
on him and told him to raise his hands . turn a- 
round and spread out on the fender. 

When Bob Hood turned around to comply. Bur- 
rows hit him with a flying tackle, knocking Hood 
over the fender 0 Then he and another police of- 
ficer wrestled Hood to the ground and beat him, un- 
til he was nearly unconscious. They searched Hood 
and removed, his Swiss Army pocket knife from his 
pants pocket, later claiming this to be the wea- 
pon with which he assaulted Burrows. Then they 
told Dolly to leave o 

Officer Burrows is a member of the Preventive 
Services Division of the Special Operations Section 
of the Oakland Police Department . He has admitted 
to once striking a 1 7 -year -old black woman in the 
face because "she was in my way,” and has a record 
of brutalizing and harassing people., and making 
false arrests u 


In the Bay Area, there has been round-the-clock 
surveillance, searches of member ! s homes, unneces- 
sary police detention and general harassment 0 

Nationally, the FBI has launched an extensive 
campaign of intimidation and harassment and FBI at- 
tempts to interrogate members occur daily . 

’’The government is using the SLA,” said a VVAW/WSO 
release, ”to continue its attacks on VVAW/WSO and 
other politically active organizations and individu- 
als on the Left, as well as to renew police repres- 
sion in the black communities of the Bay Area 0 ” 

During the April 17 pre-trial motions. Defense 
Attorney Dan Seigel failed to get Superior Court 
Judge Hugh Koford to release Burrows’ recordo Koford 
claims that police officers’ records can be kept se- 
cret unless they involve felony convictions „ 

At one point in the hearing, Burrows said that 
he knew all about the VVAW/WSO and that, ’’violence 
in the streets are means by which their political 
goals have been reached.” 

But when Burrows’ anti-VVAW/WSO bias was mentioned, 
Koford said sarcastically, ”Do you think that I ought 
to disqualify myself because I was at the Republican 
party convention and was harassed by people in army 
fatigues who said they were members of the Vietnam 
Veterans Against the War?” 

What was the form of the harassment that Koford 
experienced when the Republicans gathered at Miami? 
’’Chanting and building bonfires,” replied Koford 0 

Bob Hood faces possible life imprisonment if 
he is convicted. 

* * * 

Money is needed for legal fees and any amount 
would help. Send checks or requests for further in- 
formation to VVAW/WSO Legal Defense Committee, 4919, 
Telegraph Avenue, Oakland, California 94609 (415)658- 
7806. 

-30- 

[Thanks to People's World and Winter Soldier , ] 

ACLU REPORT ON ABORTION AND MINORS AVAILABLE 

NEW YORK/ ffPS/LNS) -- Abortion and the Constitu- 
tional Rights of Minors , an American Civil Liberties 
Union) (ACLU) report by Rutgers Law Professor Ruth 
Jane Zuckerman, sets forth a detailed legal argument 
for finding that the Supreme Court’s declaration of 
women’s fundamental right to an abortion applies to 
minors. This is ”so long as the minor is sufficiently 
mature to understand the nature and consequences of the 
treatment when it is explained to her and so long as 
she has consented to.it.” 


The VVAW/WSO is involved m such projects as 
discharge upgrading projects, prison work (since 
more than one -third of all men in prisons are 
Vietnam -era veterans] and are beginning a national 
campaign for mi versa! , unconditional amnesty for 
all war resisters , both, civilian and military 0 

Since the emergence of the Symbionese Liber- 
ation Army ( SLA) and the arrest of Joe Remiro, 
a former VVAW/WSO member, there has been widespread 
h ar as s men t o f V V AW / W SQ members on the West Coast. 
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The report is 25 pages plus addenda. The addenda 
include a state-by-state examination of legislation on 
medical treatment of minors prepared by Attorneys Har- 
riet Fo Pilpel and Nancy F Wechsler,and an Abortion 
Rights Association Fact Sheet that explains abortion 
procedures, costs and other matters ’ in simple terms 0 

The report is available for $1 from ACLU, 22 
East 40th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016. 
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LEFTIST OPPOSITION THREATENS BALAGUER REGIME IN 
UPCOMING ELECTION: . MILITARY INTERVENTION FEARED 

LIBERATION News Service 

SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic (LNS) -- Ten- 
sions are rising rapidly in the Dominican Republic as 
the May 16 national elections approach. Street demon- 
strations and a hunger strike by more than 300 poli- 
tical prisoners in prisons throughout the country 
have brought the situation to a near-crisis. 

On May 2, hundreds of people occupied churches 
in towns and villages across the country to support 
the striking prisoners whose demands iinciude. uncondi- 
tional freedom and the right of return for thousands 
of Dominicans who have been forced into exile by Pres- 
ident Joaquin Balaguer's repressive government. 

Balaguer is running for a fourth term in this 
election, this time opposed by a leftist-dominated 
opposition coalition slate. The coalition, known as 
the Santiago Pact, includes the Dominican Revolution- 
ary Party "(PRD) , the Dominican Popular Movement (,MPD) , 
the Revolutionary Social Christian Party, as well as 
some others o 

Antonio Guzman of the PRD is running as Presi- 
dent for the Pact, with General Wes sin y Wes sin as 
his running mate. Wessin y Wes sin, currently in exile, 
played a major role in the military efforts to crush 
the popular constitutionalist uprising in 1965 and 
for that reason he has been a particular enemy of the 
leftist opposition. 

After 1965, Wessin y Wessin grew increasingly 
alienated from the Balaguer forces, a situation which 
eventually resulted in his exile. He still maintains 
influence over some sections of the military. 

Current leftist strategy sets the expulsion of 
the Balaguer regime as its first priority. An alli- 
ance with Wessin y Wessin and his military support- 
ers is seen as necessary for success. Thus one of 
the demands of the Santiago Pact slate is that Wes- 
sin y Wessin be allowed to return from exile. 

On April 24, the Secretary of the Interior, Bri- 
gadier General Rafeal de Jesus Checo, promised that 
the military and police would not interfere with thp 
political activity of the opposition parties. His 
statement was seen as an attempt to quell fears by 
many that, faced withtthe possibility of a victory 
for the opposition forces, the ..Balaguer government 
would intervene militarily to prevent their success. 

Observers report that even in the rural areas, 
where Balaguer has traditionally received his strong- 
est support due to attempts at land reform which he 
sponsored, the Santiago Pact is gaining massive sup- 
port. Polls report that nearly 80% of the vote in 
those areas could go to the Pact . 

Balaguer came to power nine years.:: ago when the 
organized popular resistance which attempted to re- 
instate legally-elected President Juan Bosch was 
thwarted by a U.S. Marine invasion. Bosch had been 
overthrown by the military. In 1966, the U.S., while 
still occupying the nation, "sponsored" an election 
won by Balaguer, who has been in power ever since. 

Bosch refuses to participate in the current elec- 
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repeat of the fraudulent voting that! took place 
in 1966 and again in 1970 when, he says, "many 
people voted as many as five times." 

Bosch is a former member of the PRD, which is 
the Dominican Republic's largest mass-based party. 

He split with the PRD over the issue of participa- 
tion in elections. 

In recent weeks one student has been killed 
and dozens injured in clashes between them and 
police and military forces. Jose Francisco Pena 
Gomez, leader of the PRD, denounced the bloody cli- 
mate, charging that the Balaguer government was 
provoking street fights by attacking peaceful demon-? 
strations and rallies supporting the Santiago Pact. 

Adding to the bloodshed are the increased num- 
bers of political murders organized by an assassi- 
nation squad run by Balaguer's Colorado Party. 

Besides political repression, American inter- 
vention and economic domination are the primary 
issues in the campaign. Recently, under pressure 
from the opposition and from student groups, the 
Balaguer government created a commission to revise 
its relationship with U.S.- based multinationals. 

At present three U.S. corporations-- Gulf and West- 
ern, Alcoa Aluminum and Falconb ridge Nickel, control 
most of the resources and therefore much of the 
economy of the nation. However, it is highly unlike- 
ly that the mere establishment of a commission, one 
month before the elections, will satisfy the demands 
of those who want to end U.S. control of the Domin- 
ican economy. 

At special issue is the role of Gulf and West- 
ern CG§W) > a multinational conglomerate with at 
least $100 million invested in sugar, cattle, ho- 
tels, golf courses and newspapers in the Dominican 
Republic. G§W recently purchased El Nacional , the 
nation's leading daily paper and fired many of its 
journalists known to be critical of the government. 

Also at issue is Alcoa Aluminum's refusal to 
allow the construction of an bauxite refining plant 
in the Republic itself. Currently, Alcoa, which 
controls most of the nation's bauxite (from which 
aluminum is refined) prefers to ship their bauxite 
to the U.S. for refinement, avoiding any capital 
plant investment which might be lost during a change 
in government. 

Many groups, including the influential Associa- 
tion of University Students, have called for the 
nation to join the recently formed International 
Association of Bauxite Producers. The Association 
is expected to play a similar role in unifying min- 
eral-rich Third World countries , that the Organiza- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) has 
for jthe. .oil .producers . U.S. industrialists have 
expressed fears that such an alliance could be used 
to bring changes in these nations' relationship 
with the U.S. by using their control over mineral 
wealth as a weapon. 

The possibility that Balaguer, encouraged by 
the U.S. and with the support of the military, may 
intervene to prevent the election of a coalition 
similar to Chile's Popular Unity front, cannot be 
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TOP RIGHT : Protestor’s in Houston had been 
khilding a demonstration in solidarity with 
the Palestinian people when police in Houston 
staged vicious and unprovoked attack. 

MAI BE USED WITH THE HOUSTON 12 STORY ON 
PAGE 6 OF THIS PACKET (#611). 

CREDIT: WORKERS WORLD/LNS 


TOP LEFT: Bob Hood , Northern California 
Coordinator for WVAW-WSO, faces a possible 
life sentence on charges stemming from a 
brutal police attack on him Feruary 6. 

MAY BE USED WITH THE STORY ON PAGE 9 OF 
THIS PACKET (#611). 

CREDIT: W AW -W SO /INS 


BOTTOM RIGHT: The Muzak Corporation is a 
$400 million industry with an estimated 
captive audience of 80 million listeners 
in 26 countries. According to a Muzak 
spokesman , "A company r s yearly income is 
pretty fixed. Profit depends on only one 
thing — the output of your people. And 
if you want rbore: profit,- you're goteto 
maKeyomriipeople more efficient . In this 
way , Muzak functions as management's tool." 

MAY BE RUN WITH THE STORY ON THE MUZAK 
CORPORATION ON PAGE 4 OF THIS PACKET (#611). 

CREDIT: Terry Ddle/LNS 


BOTTOM LEFT: The original version of 
this poster is a three color silk screen 
designed to publicize the film " ATTICA ", 

MAY BE RUN WITH THE STORY ON THE BEATINGS 
AT THE ATTICA HEARINGS IN BUFF ALOE ON 
PAGE 1 OF THIS PACKET (#611). 

CREDIT: Ernest Pignon-Ernest/LNS 
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